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“BlackBored:” The Internet Access Waiting
Game
By Christian Mitchell A April 1, 2012

You’re sitting on campus with less than hour before an assignment is due. As you hurriedly try to wrap
things up, you realize you’re missing something: the instructions. Don’t fret; your instructor has
graciously posted all assignment information conveniently on Blackboard. Logging on real quick and
getting them shouldn’t be a problem, right? You open your browser, type in fontbonne.edu and hit
enter. After a few seconds you click on “Current Students” found under the familiar orange text. So
far so good; only a few more steps to go.

As you click on the purple link “Blackboard,” you feel the anxiety start to fade away. Then your
browser goes blank. Don’t think about it. It’s just a minor hiccup. Open up solitaire and occupy your
mind; it should only take a few minutes. When you check back, only half the page has loaded, but
luckily it’s the half that’s important. You enter your login information and hit enter.

Another blank browser, and slowly your jitters start to come back. Block them out with more solitaire.
Halfway through the game you think, “surely it’s done by now.” You check back. It appears
everything has loaded. But instead of your schedule listed under the “My Courses” section, it’s a
bunch of grey text saying “please wait while the module loads.” But you have been waiting. You look
at the clock and realize twenty minutes have already passed. This can’t be happening right now; there
must be a mistake. You refresh the page.

In about half the time as it took previously, you’re right back to the same place, only this time your
courses are slowly appearing one by one. Fortunately, you don’t have to wait for the entire page to
load; the class information you need is the first to show up. You click the link. Instead of a blank
browser you get empty boxes where your “course content” button should be located. Back to the
solitaire, you only have thirty minutes now.
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Checking back every few seconds, you find nothing has changed. In frustration you cry out, though
only in your head, “Why are you doing this to me?” Immediately the link you need has loaded. Why
didn’t you think of asking sooner? Blackboard finally appears to be taking you seriously; it’s already
begun loading your assignments. You wait, giddily thinking you’re about to reach your destination.
Then things stop in their tracks. You look up at your browser information, and the page is still loading;
hope prevails.

You half-heartedly ask, “Why are you doing this to me?” in a vain attempt to trick the internet into
loading what you need again. Nothing happens. You’re stuck in the same place, but the page is still
loading. Back to solitaire, surely if you distract yourself the page has got to load. After a while you
look down at your clock. Ten minutes to go.

You check your browser, and nothing new appears, except the page is no longer loading. You refresh
the page, and as it starts to load again it suddenly flatlines. You can’t believe your eyes. You refresh
again, only to be politely told by your browser you are no longer connected to the internet.

So you do what you probably should have done in the beginning. Take out your phone, open its
browser, navigate to blackboard, and find your instructions. In less than five minutes you have already
accomplished what the campus internet and blackboard combination could not. Pat yourself on the
back. Now get to class.
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From the Streets
By Derek Boeckelmann J April 1, 2012
At age 17, Kris Wade was a high school graduate who had decided she knew the world far better than
anyone else. She hitched a ride on a bus and left her family in Kansas City behind to start a new life in
Chicago. She became involved with a motorcycle gang and was swept up into the life of prostitution,
not knowing any better. It wouldn’t be until she saw a pimp murdered in front of her that she decided
this wasn’t the life for her. “They told me if I ever told anyone this they would find me and kill me. It
took 30 years before I would first recount that information to anyone, even being so far away from
them. That’s the power of the psychological fear these people hold over prostitutes,” Wade admitted to
our Social Problems class.

The psychological aspect is what traps many people in the business of prostitution. The gang made it a
point to make sure all the girls felt isolated, Wade explained. “They use anything they can to make you
feel useless. I was beaten, raped, and sold from pimp to pimp.” It became apparent the police weren’t
an option either. Wade recalled how, “The apartment we lived in was run by the police chief. To let all
stay there free he made us, 16 and 17 year old girls, pose nude and take pictures.” Scraping together
whatever money she could steal from tricks, Wade was eventually able to save enough to take a bus
back home.

Captivated by her story, not one student was looking down. Texting seemed the farthest thing from
anyone’s mind. Everyone in the class couldn’t help but look forward, wondering how this wasn’t some
kind of T.V. special or movie with such an unbelievable life to have lived. The silence and lack of
questions didn’t stop Wade though as she continued to tell her story.

Despite things looking up, Wade wasn’t heading for a fairytale ending. Wade’s life reverted when she
met her husband. He was a drug dealer, and not just a small time one. “There were weekends we
would just go down to South America and smuggle drugs back. There would be people running in and
out of the house at all hours of the night, from Columbians with guns, to regular customers wanting a
fix,” she told the attentive class. “It was when I had my daughter, and I looked around that I finally
decided this wasn’t the life I wanted her involved in.” With this notion in mind, she packed her bags,
grabbed her daughter, and left the spousal abuse behind.

The students seemed awestruck on the tale Wade told. A woman, who was oppressed so much, was
freely standing here with no problem telling her story. No one was attempting to look both down under
the desk, as well as forward. They were only looking forward. The only question raised was one about
why Wade continued to use “Prostituted women,” instead of the word prostitute to define woman
trapped like her. “It’s because prostitution is something that happens to a person, not something a
person chooses.”

Delving back into her story she recounted leaving a broken marriage and winning her divorce case.
Wade relocated to Kansas City to try and find a better life for her and her daughter. However, Wade
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still wasn’t at her happy ending. Unable to hold a steady job, she fell behind on rent. With Christmas
slowly approaching, and no way to afford presents for her daughter, Wade knew she had at least one
skill. After 30 years, she returned to prostitution. "I could deal with the abuse, and even the fear of
getting injured.” Kris recounted some of the most dangerous aspects of the lifestyle. “What scared me
the most was that my neighbors might see me on the streets. What if they called social services and
had my daughter taken away?” Taking an offer to leave the streets behind, she got involved with a
high-end escort service, removing some of the dangers of her lifestyle.

Finally, Wade was able to escape from this vicious cycle. Attending University of Missouri Kansas
City, she earned a degree in Criminal Justice, intending to give back to those who are living her former
lifestyle. In 2008 she started the nonprofit organization “The Justice Project,” whose mission statement
is to provide criminal justice and social systems advocacy for women, including transgendered women
and women who are homeless or have addictions. “Basically, we try and help all the people who get
swept into the cracks in the social system that wouldn’t be given a chance based on their history,” she
said. As a nonprofit organization, the project receives a large portion of donations from the Sisters of
Mercy who share the passion for helping ‘down on their luck’ women and those who identify as
transgendered.

For Dr. Deborah Phelps’, who brought Wade to her class, the testimony of a former prostitute was a
key part to the learning experience. “It’s important for students to see that they aren’t just whores.
They’re people, too, and it helps break down some of the social stigmas we have attached to the
word,” Dr. Phelps said. Dr. Phelps was referred to Wade by PROMO a statewide organization
advocating equality for all sexualities.

Building a life out of nothing isn’t an easy task. Aside from just her personal accomplishments, Kris
Wade has also been honored with an invitation to speak at the UN about human trafficking. She will
be returning on April 12th to talk about the problems and issues with sex trafficking to the Sexual
Deviance class.
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No Shoes, No Shirt. No money: Sports
Fundraising
By Justin Williams 1 April 1, 2012

Ever since we can remember, athletics have been one of the most highly recognized activities with the
most money. Players get paid millions of dollars just to be on National Television and doing
endorsements for companies like Nike and Adidas who can in turn hike their prices up.. Money is good
in the upper levels of sports, but what about the kids who are just starting or are in high school that do
not have the money to buy these expensive cleats or jerseys?. That’s where fundraising comes into
play. What drives this crazy infatuation with sports? It’s an obvious answer, and it is used every single
day by every single person. Money.

Here at the University, student athletes participate in events held by their respective programs to raise
money so that they can buy new equipment, new uniforms, and even go on out-of-town trips that they
normally wouldn’t go on to make the most of their college sports experience. For instance, the
University Soccer Program went to California earlier this year and was mostly paid for by fundraisers.
Also, the University Men’s Basketball Team went to Chicago. Fundraising is a vital part to the
University Athletics budget and helps to let others from outside of the University show athletes what it
means to give, like “paing it forward.” Some of the events the University has held are fundraisers like
a “Night at the Races” and “Trivia Night,” which is a very common type of fundraiser.
Yet another typical fundraising event is agolf tournament, usually held during the summer or spring.
Just recently, the University Men’s and Women’s soccer teams participated in a Trivia Night that
charged $20 per personand lasted for about 4 hours with drinks and snacks supplied. The Soccer
Program plans on using this money, along with their proceeds from the Golf Tournament during the
summer, to pay for their trip to an out-of-state location where they will stay for an extended period of
time and play teams that they would not normally get to play.
There are many benefits associated with fundraisers, but the only problem with them is lack of
involvement. Without participants, it doesn’t work. Each sport works hard to get enough people to
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their fundraisers, but with the economy today, how are people supposed to donate their money to
athletic teams when they barely have enough to pay their bills?.. Equipment for athletes now cost
upwards of $150 + for cleats, $25-$50 for just one soccer ball, not to mention the cost of jerseys,
which can be just as expensive.

Talking about expensive, most sporting equipment nowadays is more expensive than ever before. For
example, the University Lacrosse Program hold annual benefits and events where people can donate
money due to the expensive nature of the sport. Lacrosse players have to purchase equipment like
sticks, stick heads, helmets, pads, cleats, and not to mention equipment like balls and jerseys. The
University Men’s Lacrosse team hold a golf tournament every summer just to help pay for a few of
these incredibly expensive pieces of equipment.

All in all, sports fundraising is all throughout sports, and especially in college due to the nature of
responsibility and schooling for college students who cannot make enough money for all of these
pieces of equipment, trips to out of state schools to play games and just having equipment that won’t
fail them due to old age.
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Mr. and Mrs. Professor: the Schwartings Set
Sights on Retirement
By Erica Van Burén 1 April 2, 2012
There comes a time in an educator’s career when it’s time to give up what they enjoy doing most and
retire. This isn’t easy, especially when you have passion, drive, and dedication and haven’t thought of
doing anything else. Mr. Gene Schwarting and Mrs. Kathleen Schwarting aren’t just two professors
within the Education/Special Education department of the University. They’re educators who have
done nothing else except shape young minds for the past 34 years.

Originally Mrs. Schwarting is from South Dakota where she grew up on a farm. Mr. Schwarting is from
Nebraska where he grew up on a ranch. Mrs. Schwaritng didn’t know she would end up being a
teacher. She majored in math while attending college, becoming a middle school math teacher. “We
both started out as teaching middle school math in the Omaha Public Schools.” Mrs. Schwarting said.

Mr. Schwarting says he knew in high school that he wanted to teach. Mr. Schwarting came to the
University in 1998, and Mrs. Schwarting came in 1999. They’ve enjoyed being a part of the
community throughout the years. During the holiday season the Schwartings have the honor of
appearing around the campus as Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus.

When faced with challenges inside the classroom they go home each day wondering what they could
do differently. “We often go to each other for advice pertaining to lesson plans and different
approaches to reaching the entire class.” Mrs. Schwarting said. They both have advanced degrees in
advanced psycho logy/school psychology /counseling.
In his spare time Mr. Schwarting likes to rebuild/restore classic sports cars. And judging by the picture
in his office of him holding a halibut like a trophy, he loves to fish. Mrs. Schwarting likes to read, but
they both love to travel. “Last year we did a driving trip where..we drove all the way to
Washington State,” Mrs. Schwarting started as her husband finished her thought.

When it comes to their home life they have a pair of Siamese Cats named Cocoa Puff and Klibbin.
“They both have personality.” They smiled.

Being in their presence it’s no wonder they’ve been together for so long. They finish each other’s
sentences when describing how they met. They were introduced to each other in college, but didn’t fall
in love until two years later when they reunited in Omaha while both were math teachers. Forty five
years later they are still together and doing what the love, which is shaping young minds.

They have a daughter that lives in Alaska and encourage that anyone travels there at least once. “It’s
such a beautiful place to visit,” both said as they pointed out pictures on the wall of Mr. Schwarting’s
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office. Every fall they pick a University to visit and get tickets to attend the football game. They stop
by every campus book store to purchase t-shirts to bring back as souvenirs. “I have about 20
Fontbonne t-shirts alone.” Mr. Schwarting said. “We plan on visiting Spokane Washington over Spring
Break. We will visit the museums and do some hiking.” Said Mrs. Schwarting.

It’s no surprise they consider each other their best friend. “After your together long enough you start
to look alike.” Mr. Schwarting said.

Please join the Department of Education/Special Education in honoring
William Freeman, Dean of Education
Kathy Schwarting, Director of Paraprofessional Pathways
Gene Schwarting, Professor of Education/Special Education
on the occasion of their retirement.
3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 19, 2012 in East Building, Room 254
R.S.V.P. by April 12, 2012
Office of Academic Affairs
314-719-8027
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New Basketball Coach Reshapes Team
By Justin Williams J April 2, 2012
This year the University Men’s Basketball team has been under new management, former Benedictine
University assistant Coach Steve Schafer.

Schafer began his coaching career at Augustana College, where he served as a student assistant in
2000-2001 while earning his degree in speech communications. After earning his degree, he became
an assistant coach at Wayne State College in Wayne, Nebraska from 2001-2003. With a masters in
Sports Management, he moved to North Park University in Chicago, Illinois from 2004-2009 where he
was an assistant coach. Before joining the University’s athletics family, Schafer was an assistant coach
at Benedictine University for three years.

Some of Schafer’s achievements include winning the Northern Athletics Conference (NAC)
championship the season before coming to the University, which allowed his team to move on to the
NCAA Division III National Basketball Tournament. His team earned an overall 21-8 record for this
winning season, and went 13-3 in the NAC conference. The University has been very excited to have
Coach Schafer according to Activities Director Maria Eftink after his hiring this season. Eftink said,
“Fontbonne University is pleased to Welcome Coach Steve Schafer to the Fonbonne family, Coach
Schafer’s experience and enthusiasm leave us excited for the future of the program and expanding
upon the already rich tradition of Fontbonne Basketball.”

Many people don’t realize that Schafer is only the second Head Men’s Basketball Coach to ever be at
the University, and he is thrilled out history. “Fontbonne University is a special place with great
people, an excellent academic reputation and a rich basketball tradition. I am humbled and honored to
be selected as the new head men’s basketball coach,” Coach Schafer said.
He added, “I would like to thank Dr. Dennis Golden, Dr. Greg Taylor and Athletic Director Maria
Eftink for the opportunity to join the Griffin family, I think big things are in store for Fontbonne
basketball, and I am excited to get to work.” This quote was taken after the hiring of Schafer, and
since then, Schafer has put to work his coaching methods and led the Griffin Men to a 5-19 record,
helping the team get past their offensive troubles throughout the season and winning the last 3 out of 4
games to end the season.
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Goodbye Coach
By Adam Walker ' April 5, 2012
My teammates on the Lacrosse Team and I had one tough week before Spring Break. The 24 players
slowly dropped to 20 due to injuries and other incidents, but we still managed a big win vs. Hendrix
College (13-3). Despite a grueling loss by two goals to a Div. II NCAA tournament team, Dominican
College (Ca.), we had to stick together. To end the already long week, Coach Nick Silva hit us with a
reality check Monday morning after practice. Sitting on the bleachers at Centene Stadium, he laid it
on us that he was resigning his position as head coach, effective immediately.

A mixture of emotions, both good and bad, were going through my head. I had so many questions; I
felt confused, angry, and upset that the man who taught me most of what I know was packing up and
leaving. My ears didn’t want to hear it, and my mind sure as hell didn’t want to believe it. A few
moments later it sank in. As I finally picked my head up and looked at a man that had just made one of
the hardest decisions of his life.

We constantly fought through his tough, blue-collar style of coaching. “Even though at times he may
have seemed unrelenting and extremely demanding, he only expected the best from us on the lacrosse
field and especially in life,” says Senior Defenseman, Tim Baird. We were confused sitting in silence
that morning, and Coach Silva stressed a few words to us. He told us to keep our faith, family, and
friends close. Coach also said that there comes a time when we all have to grow up.

It was tough hearing him talk about leaving. He told us how much he enjoyed joking around with us on
trips and coming up with creative nicknames. Personally, I wasn’t too fond of the nicknames, or it
might have just been mine. Coach Silva’s creative attitude was good for many laughs and will be
missed greatly.
A lot of the guys on the team were accepting of Coach’s decision. Junior Peter Travis says, “I
understand Coach’s leaving as an improvement in quality to life with little other option to support his
family and self-interests for the future.”

Most who don’t play lacrosse know Coach Silva as the man with the tiny desk in the bottom of the
DSAC, or better yet the guy on the Admissions postcard. For the past couple years, I remember
stepping in to the Admissions office to say hello usually getting kicked out by his annoyed secretary. It
became a little easier when the administrative move was made to send Coach out of Admissions. “I
think the move really helped our team. He could really focus on us and taking our team to the next
level,” says former player Christopher Luckett.

Unfortunately, Coach resigned his position, taking a job at Barnes Jewish Hospital recruiting nurses.
Always setting himself up for a wise-guy comment, he joked, “I gotta go help some Faulkers find some
jobs,” as he gave an emotional sigh.

1 of 2

11/9/2012 10:22 AM

Fontbanner - Goodbye Coach

http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/goodbye...

Our lacrosse team hasn’t had the best winning record over the past six years, but there has been one
man with one goal. Coach Silva would always tell the best stories of his days playing Div. I Lacrosse
at Manhattan College and about how he “just wants us to be lacrosse players.”

“Even though at times he may have seemed unrelenting and extremely demanding, he only expected
the best from us on the lacrosse field and especially in life,” says Baird.

After receiving his degree, Silva attended Lindenwood University and received his Masters in Sports
Management. Coaching the Griffins for five complete seasons, Coach Silva started out what would be
his final season as head coach with a winning record. Coach Silva will be spending time with his new
family, his wife and two children.
Here at the University we would like to show our gratitude to Mr. Nick Silva for all he has done. Thank
you, Coach.
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Dr. Freeman Leaves Big Shoes to Fill
By Jessica Shilling

‘

April 6, 2012

Saying goodbye to a boss who brings coffee to you every morning would be difficult. For those
working with Dr. William Freeman, this rare act was just the icing on the cake when it comes to his
contributions. Dr. Freeman concludes a 45 year career in education this June. He has left a mark on
the educational system in the Greater St. Louis area, including Fontbonne where he has been the Dean
for almost 12 years. It will be bittersweet for him and his colleagues whom he has grown with over the
years. He has touched many lives and contributed to a well-developed education program.

Colleagues of Freeman point out what a quiet sense of humor he has. Sr. Lecturer, Stephanie Calcari
says, “He has an endearing way of poking fun at himself that is very understated, yet notable. I will
miss his casual demeanor and gentle leadership.” Others mention his ability to listen and work with
others. Professor Rita Schmitz says, “I will miss Dr. Freeman and his creative, gentle spirit.”

Freeman’s extensive experience in education started at McClure High School in Florissant teaching
English. He earned a Masters in Education from Ohio State University. Working in the Clayton
School District, he set out for a Doctorate for Education Administration at the University of Missouri,
Columbia. He later became the Assistant Principal at Parkway Central Middle School. He worked
with the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and went on to become the
Assistant Superintendant for Northwest School District in House Springs. In 1996, he retired from his
Superintendant position, and in January 1997 he started at the University working in the Education
Graduate Program as the Director, where he developed a Masters program. In 2000, he took over as
the Chair of the Department and Dean of the Elementary and Secondary Education department.

Freeman has been a part of many milestones at the University, including national recognition from
accreditation programs (NCATE and AILACTE), as well as developing one of the best Education
Programs housed within a small institution statewide. Statistics show the comparison of Missouri first
and second year teachers with those of the University. University Alums were between 90-100
percent prepared for their careers, as opposed to the average 80-85 percent gathered from other
Missouri School alums.

Dr. Freeman says he enjoys seeing young people grow in competence and capability, whether it is the
student or the teacher. “Trying to move them from one side of the classroom to the other- from behind
the desk, to the front of the classroom—that’s the ultimate goal,” Freeman says. “They should become
the chief executive of the classroom, having the tools and mastery to make every student the best they
can be.”

Dr. Freeman’s accomplishments are countless, but what he is most proud of is the relationships he has
built with the University community. He says the best part of his job is all the wonderful people he
gets to work with. “I spent 30 years on the public sector, but I always knew I wanted to engage in a
university experience.”
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Freeman enjoys playing tennis and riding his bike. A man who not only has a passion for Education,
but also for staying fit, he runs 2-4 miles a day, stretches, and does some light weight lifting. He plans
on spending the next chapter of his life focusing on leisurely and physical activities. Freeman enjoys
biking in national parks for long distances. His interest in reading, especially History and Biographies,
is what he would really like to spend more time doing; he says and would like to join a book club.
Also, Dr. Freeman hopes to travel to New England this summer to visit some historical areas like the
Freedom Trail. He also plans on visiting his children who live in Portland, Chicago, and Columbia.
One of his sons attends college here in St. Louis. Dr. Freeman would also like volunteer. He would
enjoy working at a Theatre, or perhaps with the Cardinals.

In his 15 years at the University, Dr. Freeman saw enrollment growth, a strengthening quality of the
program evidenced by 2 nationally accredited programs: NCATE (National Council for Accreditation
and Teacher Education) and AILACTE (Association of Independent Liberal Arts Colleges for Teacher
Education), as well as development of programs, especially the Partnership with the Special School
District and Brentwood School District, and also the Peer Professionals Pathways Program. Dr.
Freeman knows the University has an excellent reputation in the community for its educational
program and has confidence in its further development. He would like to see the field of education
advance in the way of resources as he believes more people would be attracted to the field if schools
provided better salaries.

Those in the education field have a passion for helping others. They have the capability to motivate
and inspire others. Dr. Freeman chose Education because he has those capabilities. He went far and
beyond just teaching, touching many lives and encouraging young education professionals to find a
passion for learning within themselves so they can pass it along to another student. At the end of his
journey now, Dr. Freeman says, “One just knows when it is time to retire.” He is sad to leave good
people, but it is time to let others take over where he left off.

Please join the Department of Education/Special Education in honoring
William Freeman, Dean of Education
Kathy Schwarting, Director of Paraprofessional Pathways
Gene Schwarting, Professor of Education/Special Education
on the occasion of their retirement.
3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 19, 2012 in East Building, Room 254
R.S.V.P. by April 12,2012
Office of Academic Affairs
314-719-8027

2 of 2

11/9/2012 10:22 AM

Fontbanner - A Novelist in the Physical Plant

http: //fontbanner. fontbonne .edu/index.php/ stories/comments/anoveli s...

A Novelist in the Physical Plant
By Jessica Shilling l April 7, 2012

Nestled between the DSAC and Medaille Hall, the Physical Plant sits seemingly apart from the rest of
the University buildings. Aside from its obvious purpose of serving the maintenance of the University,
the people who reside within have their own stories to tell. Physical Plant Assistant Director, Austin
Bates has published a Horror Novel via Amazon Kindle E-books, The Night Has Eyes.
Bates has been writing for thirty years, and he recently went back to school, earning a bachelor’s in
English (’07), an MBA (’ 10), and a Masters of Management (’ll) from the University. His
background in writing started when he was young and has evolved over the years. It is something that
has stuck with Bates, which he couples with his ability to work with his hands. Bates’ grandson
always says, “If Grandpa can’t fix it, throw it out.”
When he woke up from open heart surgery in 1999, his wife dropped a copy of his short story, Angel
Going My Way which had been published in “True Romance” magazine, along with a 500 dollar check
on his chest. Bates says, “It was this story that hinted my writing may have more merit than simply
filling my free time.” Bates followed his heart and began writing more seriously.
For the aspiring writer, obstacles are inevitable: the self-doubt, the fear of others’ opinion, the
creativity overload, and the prominent procrastination which can grab a hold with such a tight grip.
However, with the mastery of positive thought and true dedication, the thoughts of self-doubt and
procrastinating start to fizzle away. Austin Bates overcame these obstacles by doing just such.
Bates developed a schedule for his writing and stuck with it. He understands maintaining his
dedication is a viable part of developing the characters and the storyline. Even though he has long
days, he wakes up at four o’ clock every morning and writes. “My mind is the freshest then,” says
Bates. It allows him to stay with his characters. He says, “The farthest you get away from the story,
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the farthest it gets away from you.”
The Night Has Eyes was Bates’ first big success in his writing career. He hope
to put out many more novels and is currently working on his next piece,
Shadow Moon Rising. This novel set to be released soon also via Kindle
E-Books and Createspace.com, which will make his work available in
hardback. His long days continue, but for good reason.
Bates is a Horror Novelist. He enjoys reading similar books by authors like
John Sol and Dean Koontz. He says he writes fiction that he would want to
read. He doesn’t follow any rules or write to fill anyone else’s expectations.
Bates points out his novel has dark characters, so there is dark dialogue. “This
probably could set me up for a poor review for the reader who only expects the
tangerine clouds and marmalade skies,” says Bates. The customer reviews on Amazon says things like
“I look forward to the next book by this author” and “This held my interest from beginning to end”plenty of praise.
His sundry phases of work include writing for MOJO, a St. Louis magazine which he worked part time
while in school and wrote reviews that focused on regional entertainment. He got to interview plenty
of entertainers and musicians. His favorite piece involved meeting Javier Mendoza, a local musician
who is gaining some praise of his own, voted best male solo artist in the 2011 River Front Times Music
Awards. Bates also worked as a stand-up comedian for a period of time. He toured regionally and got
to work with Cedric the Entertainer. In 1996, Bates began working at the University.
Bates spends most of his days on campus, working with his crew to keep the campus looking beautiful,
and fixing, repairing, replenishing. But, have a seat next to him at his desk and notice his novel cover
art photos clipped to the side of his computer and his various notes strewn about. A writer’s desk, no
doubt. He has multiple facets: the ability to fix anything and everything, his incredible sense of humor,
and his dynamic writing skills. Bates has overcome the odds and flourished because he believes in
himself. As he says, “You have to want to, love to, and have the tenacity of commitment to stay with
it until you reach those two glorious words, THE END.”
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"he Strength It Takes to Be Charlene Strong
By Rachel Lalk ' April 7, 2012

“People’s lives can change in an instant.” LGBT activist Charlene Strong’s intense eyes scoured the
DSAC, packed shoulder to shoulder with students and faculty. Everyone in attendance on February
23rd was dead silent, intently listening as Strong imparted a disheartening story about losing her
partner. Trapped in a room with no windows as water flooded in, Strong’s partner, Kate, struggled to
explain to the emergency operator her dire situation. “It was crazy no one could understand her at that
moment,” Strong said.

When a team of firefighters finally rescued Kate, she was immediately rushed to the hospital. Strong,
not related to Kate or seen as a legal spouse in the state of Washington, was forced to sit outside the
hospital room and wait. She was told countless times that she needed proof of permission as the
woman she loved was dying on the other side of the door. “We had our lives [together]... it wasn’t
enough.” She complied and called Kate’s sister to permit her to see her suffering partner. Strong
scoffed, “What I really wanted to do was punch [the nurse] in the nose.”

That night was the last time Strong saw her partner alive. She planned the funeral the way Kate would
have wanted it. Strong faced more barriers in the process, but she had some family to help her get
through it.

Strong was invited to speak at the University for Elizabeth Brauss, Service Trip Coordinator for
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Fontbonne in Service and Humility (FISH). “I first saw Charlene at a convention called National
Association of Campus Activities (NACA) convention. She showcased as a lecturer. I really thought
the Fontbonne Community would benefit from hearing her story,” Brauss says. FISH spearheaded the
event with support from Fontbonne Activities Board (FAB), Campus Ministry, Department of Service
and Social Justice, Department of Leadership Development and Student Activities and SGA. Brauss
also noted that Randi Wilson, Randy Rosenberg, Sarah Boul, Leslie Doyle, and Janelle Densberger
were all significant in planning this event. “I was very excited for the number and diversity of
students, faculty and staff that came to the event. It definitely exceeded my expectations,” Brauss
says.

Strong writes for The Seattle Lesbian and is the subject of the documentary For My Wife... She is a
devout Catholic who has recently reinstated her faith. In regards to being a gay Catholic and speaking
with other members of her church as well as church officials Strong said, “At times it was offensive.”
However, Strong has had the fortune of fellow church goers and even a priest standing up for her
rights. She was snuck into the hospital room by a priest form her parish to give Kate her last rites.

“We all understand love; we all understand the value of someone else; we all understand
commitment,” Strong comments on her right to marry whomever she chooses. “Marriage has a
universal language.”

Strong argues that marriage, as seen by Catholics, is between man and woman, but the definition can
be taken loosely. She turns the question to priests who take a vow of poverty but still drive nice cars
and maintain luxurious styles of living. Clearly, there’s a misunderstanding of words, Strong points out.

A follow up event, “Continuing the Conversation” was hosted by Dr. Randy Rosenburg. Brauss
explains that it was an opportunity to expand on some of the topics Strong discussed as well as look at
Catholic Doctrine. “The group was also able to reflect on Charlene's story and challenge each other
with different points of view and tough questions. It was a safe environment, free of judgment, where
people were able to openly talk with each other, and that was the ultimate goal.”
Brauss explains her initial reason for inviting Strong to the campus was because of how she talked
about the role of faith in her life. “I figured there were probably members of the Fontbonne
community that could relate to her struggle of faith and her sexuality.. .Though we are a Catholic
University, I found that Fontbonne really supported the event and how FISH believed the event
supported the Mission and Values of Fontbonne.” Strong addresses the issue saying, “It’s just a
different way of moving through the world.”

After a few questions from some students, Strong comes to her conclusion.“Why does it matter to tell
our stories? What changes in your heart?” Strong asks the audience. “The only reason I got involved in
any of this is because of love.”
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Movin’ On Up: Announcement of Advancement
J April 8,2012
Joyce Starr Johnson was promoted to professor.
Steven Stopke was promoted to assistant professor.
Laurel Newman was promoted to associate professor and granted tenure.
Jasna Meyer was granted tenure.

Congratulations!
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Rebuilding Joplin, One Home at a Time
By Elizabeth Brauss 1 April 8, 2012

On May 22nd, 2011 the city of Joplin was devastated by an EF 5 tornado. It was at FISH’s summer
planning meeting that it was decided to make Joplin our winter service trip.

(Featured right) UMSL senior Annie Bouvatte, Senior Mary Alice Pierce, and sophomore Marcy
Meyer

Seven Fontbonne students, two Fontbonne in Service and Humility (FISH) advisors, and an SUV full
board games traveled to Joplin Missouri to assist with tornado
on January 8th, 2012. On our first work day, it was very
that due to volunteers who came before us, we wouldn’t need
to help clear debris because that was already taken care of. It did
obvious while we drove on the tornado’s path, judging by
the empty lots and condemned houses and buildings, there was still
great need to rebuild Joplin.
left) Fontbonne sophomores, Jes Stevens and Marcy
, along with UMSL senior, Annie Bouvatte—delivering the
300+ board games Fontbonne collected
“Hope for Joplin” quickly became the theme of our trip, and this was emphasized after meeting our
service organizer Jackie. Jackie drove us to Linda and Tommy’s house where we would be working
for the next few days. After quick introductions, Linda shared with us the story of how she and her
family survived the tornado. She talked about the fear of hiding in the bathroom and how she could
hear the back half of her house get ripped off by the tornado’s fierce winds. But mostly she talked
about the hope to move back into her home with her family.
Linda and her family had been living with her in-laws for eight months waiting for their house to be
finished and ready for them to move in. This was the task that our Fontbonne group was ready to take
head on. We wanted to do as much work as possible to make that hope a reality for Linda, Tommy,

1 of 2

11/9/2012 9:08 AM

Fontbanner - Rebuilding Joplin, One Home at a Time

http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/rebuildin...

and their children.

For the next couple of days, members of the Fontbonne group tried new things like: using a hammer,
painting, laying wood floors, using an electric saw, cutting and laying baseboards,
hanging drywall, and installing insulation. During the day we worked and got to
know the story of the homeowners and others who survived the tornado in
Joplin. At night our group reflected on the day’s work, the social justice issues
surrounding the devastation, and the bonds formed by the group members.
(Featured right) Senior Annie Belgeri

anks to the support of the Fontbonne community, our group was able
o deliver the board games to the Joplin Public School District in the
opes to refill their classrooms with laughter and learning. On the last
of our trip, we also had the opportunity to drive through one of
lots where the people of Joplin who lost their homes were living in
EMA trailers. Seeing the rows and rows of trailers, reminded all of us
our work did make an impact, and that there is still work to be
in Joplin.
(Featured above) Sophomore Marcy Meyer
For me the theme of “Hope for Joplin” came full circle on the night that we got back to St. Louis,
Friday January 14th. Some of those who went on the trip to Joplin gathered at my apartment and we
watched the series finale of Extreme Makeover Home Edition. This episode was very meaningful to
all of us because it looked at seven families that experienced loss and tragedy from the tornado in
Joplin. By the end of the episode each family had a new sense of hope thanks to those volunteers that
gave their time to rebuild Joplin. Knowing that we were able to help make that reality for Linda and
Tommy made the trip all the more worthwhile.

Photos courtesy of Sarah Boul
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